Abstract. The 
patients with primary hyperparathyroidism (PHPT) was measured at the mid radius (95% cortical bone) by photon absorptiometry of a 241Am source. The majority of the patients had an overt disease of moderate to severe degree. Average serum calcium of the group was 12.3 mg/100 ml (range 10.6 to 18.0 mg/100 ml). The percentage of normality of the BMC was 75.1 \ m=+-\13.0% for the whole group.
The average increment of BMC in 14 patients 9 to 26 months after parathyroidectomy was 9.9%, with a wide dispersion. However a highly significant negative correlation (r: 0.83; P < 0.01) was (Mautalen et al. 1984) . The results obtained were referred to the values of our normal population (Mautalen et al. 1984) to obtain the percentage of normality. 
Results
Serum values (Av ± 1 SD) of the whole group were as follows: calcium: 12.35 ± 1.46 mg/100 ml (range 10.6 to 18.0 mg/100 ml) (normal values: 8.9 to 10.4 mg/100 ml); phosphate: 2.46 ± 0.71 mg/100 ml (range 1.5 to 4.6 mg%) (normal values: 2.8 to 4.6 mg/100 ml) and PTH: 1012 ± 567 pg/ml (range 400 to 2400 pg/ml) (normal values: 50 to 450 pg/ml). Fig. 1 
